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Lillian Ball’s project Waterwash ABC in the Bronx sets itsalf apart
from a lot of public art, For one thing. it's eminently functional
capturing palluted runoff from a large parking lot and diverting it to
a watland.grassland complex before retuming it to the Bronx River.
Faor anothaer, it's an artist-driven project, conceived and executed by
Ball and her collaboratars, rather than having the artist tacked on at
the end of a grant-making process.

“The paradigm is very different,” says Ball,

The publlc can engage with the piece by strolling & handsome,
decorative walkway to & viewing area peeched shove the catchment
and the river. Ball enlisted the neighbochood’s help in cresting the
project, working with youth from Jocal nonprofit Rocking the Boat
as wall as an excavator, 8 hydrologist, and sclentists

Ball coined the term waterwash for a pravious water-filtering
project. The ABC comes from the name of the business located at
the site, ABC Carpet, which contributed to the project mastly by
allowing its parking lot to be claaned up.

Now that the construction is complete, Ball is keeping the
community involved through a sories of programs at the site, includ.
ing conceets and dance performances, She revals in the oogolng
feedback from the youth volunteess who helped with tasks includ-
ing planting, “They post on Facebook," says Ball, "saying things
like, ‘Look how our bables are doing!™
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